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DETAILED ACTION 
Information Disclosure Statement 

1. The information disclosure statement filed 12/04/2000 fails to comply with 37 CFR 
1.98(a)(2), which requires a legible copy of each U.S. and foreign patent; each publication or that 
portion which caused it to be listed; and all other information or that portion which caused it to be 
listed. It has been placed in the application file, but the information referred to therein has not been 
considered. 

Drawings 

The drawings were received on 1 1/30/00. These drawings have been amended by applicant 
and approved by examiner. Formal drawings are required. 



Specification 

2. The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly indicative 
of the invention to which the claims are directed. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 

rejections set forth in this Office action: 

A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought 
to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have 
been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art 
to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in 
which the invention was made. 

4. The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1, 148 USPQ 459 
(1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining obviousness under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 
Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating obviousness or 
nonobviousness . 
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5. Claims 1-36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Scholl et 
ah (US Patent No. 5,742,762 and Scholl hereinafter) in view of Malik et ah (US Patent No. 
5,832,503 and Malik hereinafter). 

6. As per claim 1 Scholl discloses accessing an operations support services (OSS) client (i.e., 
client), (See Column 2 Lines 11-25); opening a first connection between the OSS client (i.e., client) 
and a first network management system (NMS) server (i.e., server), (See Column 2 Lines 50-60); 
opening a second connection through the OSS client between the first NMS server and a first 
network device, (See Column 6 Lines 4-31). 

However, Scholl does not explicitly teach loading a first provisioning template into the OSS 
client; and executing the first provisioning template to provision services within the first network 
device. 

Malik teaches loading a first provisioning template into the OSS client; and executing the 
first provisioning template to provision services within the first network device, (See Column 3 Lines 
13-47). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of Applicant's invention to modify the teaching of Scholl with the teachings of Malik to include 
loading a first provisioning template into the OSS client; and executing the first provisioning 
template to provision services within the first network device with the motivation to provide for 
configuration of several network devices at the same time, (See Malik Column 2 Lines 1-5). 

7. As per claim(s) 2 Scholl discloses the claimed invention as described above. 

However, Scholl does not explicitly teach loading a second provisioning template into the 
OSS client; and executing the second provisioning template to provision additional services within 
the first network device. 

Malik teaches loading a second provisioning template into the OSS client; and executing the 
second provisioning template to provision additional services within the first network device, (See 
Column 2 Lines 25-35). 
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Therefore it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of Applicant's invention to modify the teaching of Scholl with the teachings of Malik to include 
loading a second provisioning template into the OSS client; and executing the second provisioning 
template to provision additional services within the first network device with the motivation to 
provide for configuration of several network devices at the same time and enables retrieval of a 
configuration from a device, storage of a configuration, (See Malik Column 2 Lines 1-10). 

8. As per claim(s) 3 Scholl teaches the claimed invention as described in claim(s) 1-2 above and 
furthermore discloses opening a third connection through the OSS client between the first NMS 
server and a second network device, (See Column 6 Lines 4-31 8s Figure 3 Element 8). 

However, Scholl does not explicitly teach executing the first provisioning template to 
provision services within the second network device. 

Malik teaches executing the first provisioning template to provision services within the 
second network device, (See Column 3 Lines 13-47). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of Applicant's invention to modify the teaching of Scholl with the teachings of Malik to include 
executing the first provisioning template to provision services within the second network device, 
with the motivation to provide for configuration of several network devices at the same time, (See 
Malik Column 2 Lines 1-5). 

9. As per claim(s) 4 Scholl teaches the claimed invention as described in claim(s) 1-3 above and 
furthermore discloses the first and second network devices are the same type of network device (i.e., 
routers), (See Column 6 Lines 20-35). 

10. As per claim(s) 5 Scholl teaches the claimed invention as described in claim(s) 1-4 above and 
furthermore discloses the first and second network devices are different types of network device, 
(i.e., routers, hubs, workstations), (See Column 6 Lines 20-35). 
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11. As per claim(s) 6 Scholl teaches the claimed invention as described in claim(s) 1-5 above and 
furthermore discloses opening a third connection through the OSS client between the first NMS 
server and a second network device, (See Column 6 Lines 4-31). 

However, Scholl does not explicitly teach loading a second provisioning template into the 
OSS client; and executing the second provisioning template to provision services within the second 
network device. 

Malik teaches loading a second provisioning template into the OSS client; and executing the 
second provisioning template to provision services within the second network device, (See Column 2 
Lines 25-35). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of Applicant's invention to modify the teaching of Scholl with the teachings of Malik to include 
loading a second provisioning template into the OSS client; and executing the second provisioning 
template to provision services within the second network device with the motivation to provide for 
configuration of several network devices at the same time, (See Malik Column 2 Lines 1-5). 

12. As per claim(s) 7 Scholl teaches the claimed invention as described in claim(s) 1-6 above and 
furthermore discloses closing the second connection between the first NMS server and the first 
network device, (See Column 2 Lines 25-35). 

13. As per claim(s) 8 Scholl teaches the claimed invention as described in claim(s) 1-7 above and 
furthermore discloses opening a third connection between the OSS client and a second NMS server, 
(See Column 2 Lines 50-60); opening a fourth connection between the second NMS server and a 
second network device, (See Column 6 Lines 4-31 & Figure 3 Element 8). 

However, Scholl does not explicitly teach executing the first provisioning template to 
provision services within the second network device. 

Malik teaches executing the first provisioning template to provision services within the 
second network device (See Column 3 Lines 13-47). 
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Therefore it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of Applicant's invention to modify the teaching of Scholl with the teachings of Malik to include a 
executing the first provisioning template to provision services within the second network device with 
the motivation to provide for configuration of several network devices at the same time, (See Malik 
Column 2 Lines 1-5). 

14. As per claim(s) 9 Scholl teaches the claimed invention as described in claim(s) 1-8 above and 
furthermore discloses opening a third connection between the OSS client and a second NMS server, 
(See Column 2 Lines 50-60); opening a fourth connection between the second NMS server and a 
second network device, (See Column 6 Lines 4-31 8s Figure 3 Element 8). 

However, Scholl does not explicitly teach executing a second provisioning template to 
provision services within the second network device. 

Malik teaches executing a second provisioning template to provision services within the 
second network device, (See Column 3 Lines 13-47). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of Applicant's invention to modify the teaching of Scholl with the teachings of Malik to include a 
executing the first provisioning template to provision services within the second network device with 
the motivation to provide for configuration of several network devices at the same time, (See Malik 
Column 2 Lines 1-5). 

15. As per claim(s) 10 Scholl teaches the claimed invention as described in claim(s) 1-9 above 
and furthermore discloses closing the first connection between the OSS client and the first NMS 
server, (See Column 2 Lines 25-35). 

16. As per claim(s) 1 1 Scholl discloses the claimed invention as described above. 

However, Scholl does not explicitly teach setting a parameter within the first provisioning 
template to a new value; and executing the first provisioning template. 
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Malik teaches setting a parameter within the first provisioning template to a new value; and 
executing the first provisioning template, (See Column 8 Lines 40-59). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of Applicant's invention to modify the teaching of Scholl with the teachings of Malik to include 
setting a parameter within the first provisioning template to a new value; and executing the first 
provisioning template with the motivation to provide for configuration of a wide variety of different 
network devices, (See Malik Column 2 Lines 10-15). 

17. As per claim(s) 12 Scholl discloses the claimed invention as described above. 

However, Scholl does not explicitly teach copying the first provisioning template to a second 
provisioning template; setting a parameter within the second provisioning template to a new value; 
loading the second provisioning template into the OSS client; and executing the second provisioning 
template. 

Malik teaches copying the first provisioning template to a second provisioning template; 
setting a parameter within the second provisioning template to a new value; loading the second 
provisioning template into the OSS client; and executing the second provisioning template, (See 
Column 7 Lines 5-57). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of Applicant's invention to modify the teaching of Scholl with the teachings of Malik to include 
copying the first provisioning template to a second provisioning template; setting a parameter within 
the second provisioning template to a new value; loading the second provisioning template into the 
OSS client; and executing the second provisioning template with the motivation to provide for the 
configuration of several network devices at the same time... and configuration of a wide variety of 
different network devices, (See Malik Column 2 Lines 1-12). 

18. As per claim(s) 13 Scholl discloses the claimed invention as described above. 
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However, Scholl does not explicitly teach copying the first provisioning template to a second 
provisioning template; adding a parameter value to the second provisioning template; loading the 
second provisioning template into the OSS client; and executing the second provisioning template. 

Malik teaches copying the first provisioning template to a second provisioning template; 
adding a parameter value to the second provisioning template; loading the second provisioning 
template into the OSS client; and executing the second provisioning template, (See Column 7 Lines 
5-57). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of Applicant's invention to modify the teaching of Scholl with the teachings of Malik to include 
copying the first provisioning template to a second provisioning template; adding a parameter value 
to the second provisioning template; loading the second provisioning template into the OSS client; 
and executing the second provisioning template with the motivation to provide for the configuration 
of several network devices at the same time... and configuration of a wide variety of different 
network devices, (See Malik Column 2 Lines 1-12). 

19. As per claim(s) 14 Scholl teaches the claimed invention as described in claim(s) 1-13 above 
and furthermore discloses loading the OSS client on an OSIS; central computer system, (i.e., client 
workstation), (See Column 8 Lines 20-45). 

20. As per claim(s) 15 Scholl teaches the claimed invention as described in claim(s) 1-14 above 
and furthermore discloses using a web browser to access a server, (See Column 8 Lines 25-41); and 
downloading the OSS client from the server to a computer system, (See Column 4 Lines 24-41). 

21. As per claim(s) 16 Scholl teaches the claimed invention as described in claim(s) 1-15 above 
and furthermore discloses accessing a second OSS client, (See Column 4 Lines 1-10); opening a 
third connection between the second OSS client and the first network management system (NMS) 
server, (See Column 2 Lines 50-60); opening a fourth connection through the second OSS client 
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between the first NMS server and a first network device, (See Column 6 Lines 4-31 & Figure 3 
Element 8). 

However, Scholl does not explicitly teach loading the first provisioning template into the 
second OSS client; and executing the first provisioning template to provision services within the first 
network device. 

Malik teaches loading the first provisioning template into the second OSS client; and 
executing the first provisioning template to provision services within the first network device, (See 
Column 3 Lines 13-47). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of Applicant's invention to modify the teaching of Scholl with the teachings of Malik to include 
loading the first provisioning template into the second OSS client; and executing the first 
provisioning template to provision services within the first network device with the motivation to 
provide for the configuration of several network devices at the same time... and configuration of a 
wide variety of different network devices, (See Malik Column 2 Lines 1-12). 

22. As per claim(s) 17 Scholl discloses accessing an operations support services (OSS) client, 
(See Column 5 Lines 55-60), establish a first connection with a first network management system 
(NMS) server and a second connection with a second network device, (See Column 6 Lines 4-31). 

However, Scholl does not explicitly teach loading a first control template into the OSS client; 
executing the first control template; loading a first provisioning template into the OSS client; and 
executing the first provisioning template to provision services within the first network device. 

Malik teaches loading a first control template into the OSS client; executing the first control 
template, (See Column 5 Lines 38-67); loading a first provisioning template into the OSS client; and 
executing the first provisioning template to provision services within the first network device, (See 
Column 3 Lines 13-47). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of Applicant's invention to modify the teaching of Scholl with the teachings of Malik to include 
loading a first control template into the OSS client; executing the first control template; loading a 
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first provisioning template into the OSS client; and executing the first provisioning template to 
provision services within the first network device with the motivation to provide for the configuration 
of several network devices at the same time... and configuration of a wide variety of different 
network devices, (See Malik Column 2 Lines 1-12). 

23. As per claim(s) 18 Scholl discloses the claimed invention as described above. 

However, Scholl does not explicitly teach setting a network device parameter within the first 
control template to a new value; and executing the first control template to establish a third 
connection with a second network device in accordance with the new value. 

Malik teaches setting a network device parameter within the first control template to a new 
value (i.e., editing), (See Column 8 Lines 15-37), and executing the first control template to establish 
a third connection with a second network device in accordance with the new value, (See Column 7 
Lines 33-57). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of Applicant's invention to modify the teaching of Scholl with the teachings of Malik to include 
setting a network device parameter within the first control template to a new value; and executing 
the first control template to establish a third connection with a second network device in accordance 
with the new value with the motivation to provide for enabling configuration of wide variety of 
network devices, (See Malik Column 2 Lines 5-15). 

24. As per claim(s) 19,23 Scholl discloses the claimed invention as described above. 

However, Scholl does not explicitly teach executing the first provisioning template to 
provision services within the second network device. 

Malik teaches executing the first provisioning template to provision services within the 
second network device, (See Column 3 Lines 13-47). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of Applicant's invention to modify the teaching of Scholl with the teachings of Malik to include 
executing the first provisioning template to provision services within the second network device with 
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the motivation to provide for enabling configuration of wide variety of network devices, (See Malik 
Column 2 Lines 5-15). 

25. As per claim(s) 20 Scholl teaches the claimed invention as described in claim(s) 17-19 above 
and furthermore discloses a third connection with a second NMS server in accordance with the 
second new valued and to establish a fourth connection with a second network device in accordance 
with the first new value, (See Column 6 Lines 4-31). 

However, Scholl does not explicitly teach setting a network device parameter within the first 
control template to a first new value; setting an NMS server parameter within the first control 
template to a second new value; and executing the first control template. 

Malik teaches setting a network device parameter within the first control template to a first 
new value; setting an NMS server parameter within the first control template to a second new value, 
(See Column 8 Lines 15-37); and executing the first control template, (See Column 5 Lines 38-67). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of Applicant's invention to modify the teaching of Scholl with the teachings of Malik to include 
setting a network device parameter within the first control template to a first new value; setting an 
NMS server parameter within the first control template to a second new value; and executing the 
first control template with the motivation to provide for the configuration of several network devices 
at the same time... and configuration of a wide variety of different network devices, (See Malik 
Column 2 Lines 1-12). 

26. As per claim(s) 21 Scholl discloses the claimed invention as described above. 

However, Scholl does not explicitly teach executing the first provisioning template to 
provision services within the second network device. 

Malik teaches executing the first provisioning template to provision services within the 
second network device, (See Column 3 Lines 13-47). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of Applicant's invention to modify the teaching of Scholl with the teachings of Malik to include 
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executing the first provisioning template to provision services within the second network device with 
the motivation to provide for enabling configuration of wide variety of network devices, (See Malik 
Column 2 Lines 5-15). 

27. As per claim(s) 22 Scholl teaches the claimed invention as described in claim(s) 17-21 above 
and furthermore discloses a third connection with a second network management system (MAS) 
server and a fourth connection with a second network device, (See Column 6 Lines 4-31). 

However, Scholl does not explicitly teach loading a second control template into the OSS 
client; and executing the second control template. 

Malik teaches loading a second control template into the OSS client; and executing the 
second control template, (See Column 7 Lines 17-2). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of Applicant's invention to modify the teaching of Scholl with the teachings of Malik to include 
loading a second control template into the OSS client; and executing the second control template 
with the motivation to provide for the configuration of several network devices at the same time... 
and configuration of a wide variety of different network devices, (See Malik Column 2 Lines 1-12). 

28. As per claim(s) 24 Scholl discloses accessing an operations support services (OSS) client, 
(See Column 2 Lines 1 1-25); 

However, Scholl does not explicitly teach loading a batch template into the OSS client, and 
executing the batch template. 

Malik teaches loading a batch template into the OSS client; and executing the batch 
template, (See Column 3 Lines 13-47). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of Applicant's invention to modify the teaching of Scholl with the teachings of Malik to include a 
loading a batch template into the OSS client; and executing the batch template with the motivation 
to provide for the configuration of several network devices at the same time... and configuration of a 
wide variety of different network devices, (See Malik Column 2 Lines 1-12). 
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29. As per claim(s) 25 Scholl teaches the claimed invention as described in claim(s) 24 above 
and furthermore discloses a first connection with a first network management system (NMS) server 
and a second connection with a first network device, (See Column 6 Lines 4-31); 

However, Scholl does not explicitly teach executing a first control template; and executing a 
first provisioning template to provision services within the first network device. 

Malik teaches executing a first control template, (See Column 5 Lines 38-67); and executing 
a first provisioning template to provision services within the first network device (See Column 3 
Lines 13-47). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of Applicant's invention to modify the teaching of Scholl with the teachings of Malik to include 
executing a first control template; and executing a first provisioning template to provision services 
within the first network device with the motivation to provide for the configuration of several 
network devices at the same time... and configuration of a wide variety of different network devices, 
(See Malik Column 2 Lines 1-12). 

30. As per claim(s) 26 Scholl discloses the claimed invention as described above. 

However, Scholl does not explicitly teach setting a network device parameter within the first 
control template to a new value; and executing the first control template to establish a third 
connection with a second network device in accordance with the new value. 

Malik teaches setting a network device parameter within the first control template to a new 
value, (See Column 8 Lines 40-59), and executing the first control template to establish a third 
connection with a second network device in accordance with the new value, (See Column 5 Lines 
38-67). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of Applicant's invention to modify the teaching of Scholl with the teachings of Malik to include 
setting a network device parameter within the first control template to a new value; and executing 
the first control template to establish a third connection with a second network device in accordance 
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with the new value with the motivation to provide the configuration of several network devices at the 
same time... and configuration of a wide variety of different network devices, (See Malik Column 2 
Lines 1-12). 

31. As per claim(s) 27, 30, 33 Scholl discloses the claimed invention as described above. 
However, Scholl does not explicitly teach executing the first provisioning template to 

provision services within the second network device. 

Malik teaches executing the first provisioning template to provision services within the 
second network device, (See Column 3 Lines 13-47). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of Applicant's invention to modify the teaching of Scholl with the teachings of Malik to include 
executing the first provisioning template to provision services within the second network device with 
the motivation to provide for enabling configuration of wide variety of network devices, (See Malik 
Column 2 Lines 5-15). 

32. As per claim(s) 28,34 Scholl discloses the claimed invention as described above. 

However, Scholl does not explicitly teach executing a second provisioning template to 
provision services within the second network device. 

Malik teaches executing a second provisioning template to provision services within the 
second network device, (See Column 2 Lines 25-35). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of Applicant's invention to modify the teaching of Scholl with the teachings of Malik to include a 
executing a second provisioning template to provision services within the second network device 
with the motivation to provide for enabling configuration of wide variety of network devices, (See 
Malik Column 2 Lines 5-15). 

33. As per claim(s) 29 Scholl teaches the claimed invention as described in claim(s) 24-28 above 
and furthermore discloses third connection with a second NMS server in accordance with the 
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second new value and to establish a fourth connection with a second network device in accordance 
with the first new value, (See Column 6 Lines 4-31). 

However, Scholl does not explicitly teach setting a network device parameter within the first 
control template to a first new value; setting an NMS server parameter within the first control 
template to a second new value; and executing the first control template. 

Malik teaches setting a network device parameter within the first control template to a first 
new value; setting an NMS server parameter within the first control template to a second new value, 
(See Column 8 Lines 4-59); and executing the first control template, (See Column 5 Lines 38-67). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of Applicant's invention to modify the teaching of Scholl with the teachings of Malik to include 
setting a network device parameter within the first control template to a first new value; setting an 
NMS server parameter within the first control template to a second new value; and executing the 
first control template with the motivation to provide for the configuration of several network devices 
at the same time... and configuration of a wide variety of different network devices, (See Malik 
Column 2 Lines 1-12). 

34. As per claim(s) 31 Scholl discloses the claimed invention as described above. 

However, Scholl does not explicitly teach executing a second provisioning template to 
provision services within the second network device. 

Malik teaches executing a second provisioning template to provision services within the 
second network device, (See Column 2 Lines 25-35). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of Applicant's invention to modify the teaching of Scholl with the teachings of Malik to include 
executing a second provisioning template to provision services within the second network device 
with the motivation to provide for enabling configuration of wide variety of network devices, (See 
Malik Column 2 Lines 5-15). 
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35. As per claim(s) 32 Scholl teaches the claimed invention as described in claim(s) 24-31 above 
and furthermore discloses third connection with a second NMS server and a fourth connection with 
a second network device. 

However, Scholl does not explicitly teach loading a second control template into the OSS 
client; and executing the second control template. 

Malik teaches loading a second control template into the OSS client, (See Column 2 Lines 
25-35), and executing the second control template, (See Column 5 Lines 38-67). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of Applicant's invention to modify the teaching of Scholl with the teachings of Malik to include: 
loading a second control template into the OSS client; and executing the second control template 
with the motivation to provide for the configuration of several network devices at the same time... 
and configuration of a wide variety of different network devices, (See Malik Column 2 Lines 1-12). 

36. As per claim(s) 35 Scholl teaches the claimed invention as described in claim(s) 24-34 above 
and furthermore discloses opening a first connection between the OSS client and a network 
management system (NMS) server, (See Column 2 Lines 50-60); opening a second connection 
between the NMS server and a network device, (See Column 6 Lines 4-31). 

However, Scholl does not explicitly teach executing the batch template comprises: executing 
a first provisioning template to provision services within the network device. 

Malik teaches executing the batch template comprises: executing a first provisioning 
template to provision services within the network device, (See Column 3 Lines 13-47). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of Applicant's invention to modify the teaching of Scholl with the teachings of Malik to include 
executing the batch template comprises: executing a first provisioning template to provision services 
within the network device with the motivation to provide for the configuration of several network 
devices at the same time... and configuration of a wide variety of different network devices, (See 
Malik Column 2 Lines 1-12). 
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37. As per claim(s) 36 Scholl discloses the claimed invention as described above. 

However, Scholl does not explicitly teach executing a second provisioning template to 
provision services within the network device. 

Malik teaches executing a second provisioning template to provision services within the 
network device, (See Column 7 Lines 17-2). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of Applicant's invention to modify the teaching of Scholl with the teachings of Malik to include 
executing a second provisioning template to provision services within the network device with the 
motivation to provide for enabling configuration of wide variety of network devices, (See Malik 
Column 2 Lines 5-15). 

Conclusion 

38. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

a. Henderson et al. (US Patent No. 5,726,979) discloses a network management system; 

b. Logston et al. (US Patent No. 6,687,735) discloses a method and apparatus for 
balancing distributed applications; 

c. Natarajan et al. (US Patent No. 6,539,427) discloses dynamically adaptive network 
element in a feedback based data network; 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Sajid A Yussuf whose telephone number is (703) 305-8752. The examiner can 
normally be reached on Monday-Thursday 7:30-5:00 PM and Alternate Fridays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Rupal Dharia can be reached on (703) 305-4003. The fax phone number for the organization where 
this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding should be 
directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-3900. 
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